
Open your Bible and read aloud 2 Samuel 9, or tell the story from the following Bible story script. 

David was a good king for Israel. 

One 
day, David thought about King Saul and his 
family. David and Saul’s son Jonathan had 
been best friends. He had promised to be 
kind to Jonathan’s family. 

David said to one of Saul’s servants, “I 
want to show kindness to someone from 
Saul’s family. Is anyone still alive?” 

The servant said, “Yes, Jonathan’s son—the 
one whose feet were injured—is still alive.” 

The servant told David where Jonathan’s 
son lived. His name was Mephibosheth 

. David called for him to his 
palace . 

“Mephibosheth!” David said. 

Mephibosheth answered, “I am your 
servant.” 

“Don’t be afraid. I made a promise to your 
father, Jonathan, and I want to show you 
kindness for your father’s sake.” 

David told Mephibosheth what he would 
do for him. “I will give you all the land that 
belonged to your grandfather, Saul. Also, I 
want you to eat all your meals at my table.” 

“Why would 
you show such kindness to someone like me?” 
he wondered. 

David made sure that Saul’s servants 
would take care of the land and farm it 
for Mephibosheth. From that time on, 
Mephibosheth lived at the palace and ate his 
meals at King David’s table as if he were one 
of King David’s own sons. 

Christ Connection: King David showed 
surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though 
he didn’t have to. In a greater way, God shows 
surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He 
invites us into His family and gives us life with 
Him forever. 
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INTRODUCE the Story 

WELCOME TIME 

OPTION 1: Is there anyone who … ? 

It It 

It It 

• David asked, “Is there anyone from Saul’s family who is still alive?”

Why do you think he wanted to know?

OPTION 2: Eliminator 

Supplies: Eliminator game and 4 eliminator game buzzers
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Eliminator 
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Opening Activities



TEACH the Story 

 Read 2 Samuel 9. 

• What does this story teach us about God?

God shows surprising kindness to us

• How can we respond to the good news of the gospel?

We can respond by accepting the invitation and trusting 

in Jesus. 

CHRIST CONNECTION 

King David showed surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though he didn’t have to. In a 
greater way, God shows surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He invites us into His family 
and gives us life with Him forever. 
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CG Question 2

CG Question 1
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Sing
"Movin Me" song
"God is on the Move" song

Large Group

CG Giant timeline



TEACH the Story 

MISSIONS MOMENT 

PRAY 

THE GOSPEL: GOD’S PLAN FOR ME 

GOD RULES. 

WE SINNED. 

GOD PROVIDED. 

JESUS GIVES. 

WE RESPOND. 

"Meet the Harrell's" Video

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER

How is Jesus the perfect king? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe as the king of kings.

CG Big Picture Q & A 



APPLY the Story 

Big Picture Question 

How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 
over the universe as the King of kings. 

• How can you show kindness to others?

• What will you do to show kindness to someone this week?

1. How did David show kindness to Jonathan’s son?

Lead kids to discuss details from the Bible story. David restored to Jonathan the lands
belonging to Saul, and he invited Mephibosheth to eat at his table as if he were one of David’s
sons.

2. How does God show kindness to us?

Allow kids to discuss ways they have experienced God’s kindness in their lives. Emphasize the
good news of the gospel. God showed His kindness and love by sending His Son, Jesus. He
saved us—not because we deserved it, but because He is compassionate and merciful.

3. How can showing kindness help people understand God’s kindness?

Guide kids to discuss ways they can show kindness (smiling, encouraging others, sharing,
showing patience, helping others, and so on). Help kids recognize that choosing kindness often
means putting others first. The Bible instructs us to be kind; Jesus showed the greatest kindness
by giving up His life for us.
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Small Group



APPLY the Story 

KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY 

PRAY 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: Surprising kindness cards 

Supplies: cardstock, construction paper, glue, scissors, markers or crayons 
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