
On-line Group Platform Options: 
Pros, Cons, and Tips 

 

How To Host An Online Group 

An online group is an incredible tool to help people connect with each other when an in-person 
group may not be possible. You can encourage one others faith, connect intentionally, and pray for 
God’s work in each other’s lives.   

Your first few meetings will take some adjusting as everyone gets acquainted with the technology 
and the format and works out all of the kinks.  

So don’t give up too quickly if your first few meetings are a bit of a challenge.   The first step is 
picking the platform that works best for you.  Below are some pros, cons, and tips for using these 
options:  

•  G O O G L E  H A N G O U T S   

o Pros: Free. Unlimited time. Closed Captioning. Accessible via web browser on 
computer. 

o Cons: Requires a google account for all participants. (can sign up for one HERE). 
Phone-in option not available unless you have a business account. (If you have a G 
Suite business account, you can also share a phone number for people to call into the 
meeting if they don’t have access to a computer or smartphone. GSuite accounts are 
free till July 1.) 

o Capacity (25 Participants/Devices) 

o How to use: 

▪ Open Google Hangouts in web browser or mobile app (apple device , android 
device, chrome web browser extension) 

▪ Login 

▪ Click “Video Call” button 

▪ Click “Invite People” and type in their email address (If they don’t have a google 
account it will send them an invite to setup an account) 

▪ You can also schedule a meeting on your google calendar and send an invite to 
join you at a specific time, including a link to your online meeting. (See 
Instructions) 

o Watch 6 minute youtube tutorial. 

 

 

 

https://hangouts.google.com/
https://accounts.google.com/signup/v2/webcreateaccount?biz=false&continue=https%3A%2F%2Fhangouts.google.com%2Fwebchat%2Fstart&dsh=S1846482932%3A1583175542408566&flowEntry=SignUp&flowName=GlifWebSignIn&gmb=exp&service=talk
https://gsuite.google.com/
https://gsuite.google.com/
https://hangouts.google.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/hangouts/id643496868
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?hl=en_US&id=com.google.android.talk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?hl=en_US&id=com.google.android.talk
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-hangouts/nckgahadagoaajjgafhacjanaoiihapd?hl=en
https://support.google.com/a/answer/4362302?hl=en
https://support.google.com/a/answer/4362302?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOabtqUb2bY


•  Z O O M   

o Pros: Free. Only hosts are required to have a Zoom account. There is a phone-in 
option. 

o Cons: Limited to 40 minutes unless you have a paid account ($14.99/mo). Have to 
download Zoom application to phone or computer. 

o Capacity (100 participants/Devices) 

o How To Use: 

▪ Open Zoom in a web browser or mobile app (apple device, android device, 
chrome web browser extension) 

▪ Login 

▪ Click “Host a meeting with video on” 

▪ Click “Invite participations” 

▪ Select how you’d like to send an invite: 

▪ Default Email, Gmail, Yahoo to send email invite 

▪ or “copy URL”, “Copy Invitation” to copy a link and send it via 
a text message, email, facebook message, etc. 

▪ You can also schedule a meeting on the zoom website and send an invite to join 
you at a specific time, including a link to your online meeting. (See Instructions) 

o Watch tutorial videos in Zoom video library. 

•  F A C E B O O K  M E S S E N G E R  G R O U P S   

o Pros: Free. Accessible via web browser on computer. Can access without a facebook 
account. (If you don’t have a facebook account you’ll need to download the app to 
your phone and use phone number.)  

o Cons: Phone-in option not available.  

o Capacity (50 participants/Devices: 6 video, 44 audio) 

o How To Use: 

▪ Open facebook messenger on web browser or mobile app 

▪ Login (with facebook account or phone number) 

▪ Click “New Message” button to add facebook friends to group chat (see image 
below) 

▪ After adding contacts, click the “Video Call” button to start video chat. (see 
image below) 

o Watch 2 minute tutorial. 

  

https://zoom.us/home?zcid=2478
https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/download
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/zoom-scheduler/kgjfgplpablkjnlkjmjdecgdpfankdle?authuser=1&gl=US&hl=en
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362413-Scheduling-meetings
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-Tutorials
https://www.facebook.com/messages/
https://www.facebook.com/help/messenger-app/218228001910904?helpref=about_content
https://www.facebook.com/messages/
https://www.facebook.com/help/messenger-app/218228001910904?helpref=about_content
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldhrAQz4r8A

