
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERIES TITLE/ 
GRAPHIC HERE 

Yessss! We are glad you are here because taking time on your own to study God’s word is an amazing 
way to grow in your relationship with Him. Life with Jesus is the best life! Take a moment to pray and ask 
God to lead you as you study this Scripture; then read the Scripture (from your Bible or it’s on the back). 

S E R I E S  T I T L E  
S T U D Y  G U I D E  

W E E K  4  
 

1. READ 
The Bible 

 

JESUS CONNECTION: 
Believing in Jesus starts a life-long 

relationship with Him. 

 

Research answers using trusted sources  
like a Study Bible, BibleProject.com, 
BlueLetterBible.org, and/or Bible.org 
  

What is the historical and/or cultural 
context of this Scripture? 
_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

What else do I know about the author, 
audience, or context of this passage? 

Jesus is talking to His disciples. 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

What do key words mean in their 
original language? 

________________________________

________________________________ 

What other Scripture might help me 
interpret this text? 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

What is this text’s clearest meaning? 

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

 

3. INTERPRET 
What Does the Text Mean? 

 

 

 2. OBSERVE 
The Straight Facts 

 

 Who: ______________________ 

___________________________ 

What: _____________________ 

___________________________ 

Where: ____________________ 

___________________________ 

Why: ______________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

How: ______________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

What is Repetitive?  

Highlight it 

 

What is Contrast?  

Underline it  

4. APPLY  
Getting Personal 

 

 

MAIN POINT: 
Staying connected with your 

Creator empowers you to 
keeping living in His identity 

and purpose for you. 

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
John 15:4-5 

How do you relate to any of the 
characters, events, or words in this 
Scripture?  
______________________________ 

______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

What truth(s) from this Scripture 
can you apply to your life? 
What are things that can “cut you 
off” from connecting well to God? 
______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

 
What is God saying to you through 
this Scripture? 
What are things you can do to 
“remain connected” well to God? 
______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

@HopeHSM 



 

 MAIN SCRIPTURE 
 

John 15:4-5 NIV 
“4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 
in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 
John 15:4-5 NLT 
 “4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. 
For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 
from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you 
remain in me.     
 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will 
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing.” 

 
John 15:4-5 MSG 
 “4 “Live in me. Make your home in me just as 
I do in you. In the same way that a branch can’t 
bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the 
vine, you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with 
me.      
 5-8 “I am the Vine, you are the branches. 
When you’re joined with me and I with you, the 
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to 
be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing. 
Anyone who separates from me is deadwood, 
gathered up and thrown on the bonfire. But if you 
make yourselves at home with me and my words 
are at home in you, you can be sure that whatever 
you ask will be listened to and acted upon. This is 
how my Father shows who he is—when you 
produce grapes, when you mature as my disciples.” 

 
 

  NOTES 
 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________ 

DOODLES 
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S E R I E S  T I T L E  
T E A C H I N G  G U I D E  

W E E K  4  
 

 

JESUS CONNECTION: 
Believing in Jesus starts a life-long 

relationship with Him. 

 

THE WHAT 
WHAT are we talking about and WHY does it matter to me? (3-4 min) 

 
ME 
• Tell a story about a time your phone died and you weren’t able to 

charge it. Your story can be dramatic, if you have one. If not, it can be 
light-hearted. 

o Begin by talking about your favorite apps on your phone and 
the ways you use your phone the most. Talk about how 
incredible your phone is, how useful it is, and all the things 
you can do with it. 

o Finish your story by sharing about how frustrated, lost, 
and/or helpless you felt over something as simple as your 
phone dying. 

• We’ve probably all had that moment where our phone died or we 
rushed to get a charger to keep it from dying. 

• Our phones are lifelines to so many things: sending texts and 
connecting with friends, taking pictures, checking social media, 
playing games, watching YouTube, etc.) 

• Hold up your phone and turn it off to simulate a dead battery. But 
when its battery is drained, it’s no longer the essential tool most of 
us have come to depend on. It’s just a brick, a paperweight that can’t 
do anything. 

WE 
SOMETIMES WE GET DRAINED. 
• If we’re honest, we’ve probably had a moment or two (maybe even 

this week) where we felt a little bit like this dead phone. Sure, we’re 
capable of being alert, focused, productive, kind, generous, talkative . . 
. but we’re just so drained.  

• Maybe it’s because we’re exhausted. Maybe it’s because we’re busy. 
Maybe it’s because we’re going through a difficult season. Whatever 
the reason, sometimes life leaves us feeling drained.  

• This matters because, when we’re drained, we can’t be everything 
we’re made to be.  

• I don’t know what happens to you when you feel drained. Maybe you 
just want to sleep. Maybe you get impatient or angry. Maybe you cry. 
Maybe you lash out. When we’re drained, the best parts of us get 
overtaken by the worst parts of us.  

• When we’re drained, we’re not the best versions of ourselves. 
 
TRANSITION 
•  

MAIN POINT: 
Staying connected with your 

Creator empowers you to 
keeping living in His identity 

and purpose for you. 

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
John 15:4-5 

 

  NOTES 
 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

_________ 

 



 

THE WHAT CONTINUED 
 
TRANSITION 

• So let’s say we’re like this drained smart phone. What do you do when 
your phone dies? Simple; You plug it into a power source. 

• Plug your phone into a power source and turn it on again, showing 
your students as a visual. 

• Jesus actually had something to say about this. Not about phones, of 
course, but about what it means to be drained, to fail to be everything 
we were made to be, and how to get connected to a greater source of 
power. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

SO WHAT 
So WHAT does this mean for my faith and life with God? (4-5 min) 

 
GOD 
UNPACK JOHN 15:4-5 
• Maybe if Jesus were here with us now, he’d use a smart phone as an 

illustration (or, more likely, He’d come up with something way better), 
but 2,000 years ago He used an illustration He knew His audience 
would understand: a vine, a branch, and some fruit.  

• READ JOHN 15:4-5. 
• You see, a grapevine’s purpose is to grow fruit. The vine is the strong, 

sturdy, core of the plant. That, Jesus says, is Him. The branch is 
connected to the vine. That, Jesus says, is you or me — His follower. 
And the fruit that grows on the branch, according to Scripture, is the 
result of God’s work in our life. And that fruit is connected with our 
identities. 

YOU WERE CREATED TO BEAR FRUIT. 
• When you think about your identity — when you try to answer the 

question, “Who am I?” — you probably think about your personality, 
your abilities, your interests, and your passions. We talked about a lot 
of those things last week. But that’s not the whole picture.  

•  Because you were created by God, you were created to know God. 
• Not only were you created to know God, but you were also created to 

“bear fruit” — that is, there should be evidence that you are 
connected with God. Your life should start to change. You should start 
to look more like Jesus.  

• Knowing and becoming like Jesus is part of who you were created to 
be. It’s part of your identity. It’s what your Creator has had planned for 
you all along.  

• But if you want everything your Creator has for you, you’ve got to stay 
connected to Him.  

• Just like that phone, and just like that branch, it’s only when you are 
connected to a greater source of power, of strength, and of life, that 
you’ll become everything you were created to be.  

• Think of it this way: Staying connected with your Creator empowers 
you to keeping living in His identity and purpose for you. 

 
JESUS CONNECTION 
• Believing in Jesus starts a life-long relationship with Him. 
• Some people might have an emotional moment with God at camp or 

something and then walk away, not realizing that following Him is a 
life-long commitment where we start our relationship with Jesus. 

• How do you start this relationship with Jesus? By believing God sent 
Jesus to die on the cross to rescue us from our sin and death; we are 
not saved by doing good things but by having faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
TRANSITION 
• Jesus wants a life-long relationship with you where you continually 

connect with Him, like our phones continually connect with charges or 
grapes continually connect with their vines. 

 
 

 
 
 

  NOTES 
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NOW WHAT 
NOW that we know, HOW can we live this out?  (2-3 min) 

 
YOU 
CONNECT WITH GOD WHEN YOU’RE DRAINED. 
• We talked today about feeling drained. Maybe you know what that’s 

like.  
• Sometimes we feel drained physically or emotionally. Sometimes we 

feel drained spiritually.  
• Remember what we said earlier. When you’re drained, you’re not at 

your best. When you’re drained, you’re not able to be everything God 
created you to be.  

• This week, pay attention to your body, your mind, and your spirit. Pay 
attention to the moments you feel drained. Maybe you find yourself 
snapping at your parents, or being less patient or generous than you 
usually would be.  

• Then, when you’re feeling drained, pause, and then go connect with 
your Creator. Talk to Him. Read His Word. Ask Him to fill you up, to 
give you new power, life, and strength. Ask Him to help you “bear 
fruit” so you can look more like Jesus. 

DON’T WAIT UNTIL YOU ARE DRAINED TO CONNECT WITH GOD. 
• After I got stuck with a dead phone a few times, I realized I could avoid 

draining my battery by plugging into a power source more often. 
• That’s what Jesus meant when He said to “remain” in Him. A branch 

will die if it spends most of its time disconnected from its vine.  
• If you really want to discover everything God created you to be, stay 

connected with Him. Don’t wait until you’re desperate. Connect with 
Him every day, all day long. Stay connected. 

 
WE 
• Let’s encourage each other to stay connected to God.  

 
PRAY 
•  Throughout this series, we’ve spent a lot of time talking about how you 

can discover who you were created to be. As we close this series, I 
want us to remember that we will never fully know who we are 
created to be apart from the God who created us. 

•  Close your time together in prayer. 
•  As you close, consider playing or performing (or asking someone else to 

perform) the song “Closer” by GAWVI. 
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JESUS CONNECTION: 
Believing in Jesus starts a life-long 

relationship with Him. 

 

LEADER CORNER 
 

GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
For students to be inspired to connect 
with God regularly. 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS  
We all know we should spend time 
with God – but the goal of this small 
group is for students to walk away 
inspired to connect with God regularly. 
We can’t motivate others to be 
inspired if we aren’t inspired. You may 
be in a very passionate place in your 
walk with Jesus, maybe things feel 
distant or routine. Take some time to 
stop, reflect, and pray for God to fuel 
your passion for Him. Ask the Lord to 
help you feel your need for Him daily. 
If our phones didn’t die, we wouldn’t 
feel the need to put them on charges. 
Well, if we don’t connect with God 
daily by His grace we won’t die, but we 
do start to drift in our intimacy with 
Him. It can be so subtle we don’t 
notice for a while.  
Wherever you are, I encourage you to 
pray for God to increase your longing 
for Him and for those in your group to 
feel a longing to grow closer to Jesus. 
 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
This guide is a suggestion, not a 
formula. Adjust the questions and 
activities as needed, and don’t feel like 
you need to do, or ask, everything you 
see here. Let the students and the Holy 
Spirit guide the conversation, too. 
 

 

 

MAIN POINT: 
Staying connected with your 

Creator empowers you to 
keeping living in His identity 

and purpose for you. 
 

MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
John 15:4-5 

  CONVERSATION GUIDE 
 

GET THEM TALKING 
What drains you physically? Mentally? Spiritually? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. How do you usually act, think, and/or treat other people when 

you feel drained? 
READ JOHN 15:4-5 and answer the following questions: 

2. In your own words, what is this passage saying? 
3. What do you think Jesus meant by “bearing fruit?” 
4. Share about someone you know who is connected with God 

and “bearing fruit.” How can you tell? 
5. How is connecting with our Creator the solution to feeling 

drained? 
6. How can connecting with our Creator regularly help us 

become who He created us to be? 
7. When you realize you’re drained, how can you reconnect with 

God? 
 
NEXT STEP 
What is one thing you can do this week to stay connected with God? 
Have your students brainstorm and share their goals together. 
 
Is there a step you can all take together? Maybe even pick a Bible App  
Reading Plan to do together this week? 
 
PRAYER GUIDE 
Ask your students to share their prayer requests and close your time 
together in prayer. 



 

MAIN SCRIPTURE 
 
Ephesians 2:17-22 NIV  

“17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and 
peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of 
His house-hold, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In Him 
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22 And in Him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.” 
 

  BONUS LEADER RESOURCE 
 

Getting To Know Each Other Tip: 
Highs and Lows 
 
One easy, yet sometimes 
powerful way for your group to 
get to know each other is to ask 
everyone (students and leaders) 
to share their weekly Highs and 
Lows. If students don’t want to 
share one or either, let them 
know they can simply say pass. 
- Highs = Best part of the week 
- Lows =  Worst part of the 

week 
 
Letting students know you’ll be 
praying for their lows and 
following up with things they 
share (“How’d the test/game/etc 
go?”) shows you care and builds a 
healthy culture of belonging and 
trust in your group. This is 
something you can do with your 
group every week! 
 
 
 


